Illinois Upper Rock River Ecosystem Partnership

4833 Owen Center Road, Rockford, Illinois 61101

815-965-2392 ext. 3 and on the World Wide Web at www.upperrock.org 
Meeting Minutes September 2, 2008
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Jack Armstrong; people in shed attendance:

Board of Directors




Executive Committee:



Dennis Anthony, Winnebago County SWCD

Jack Armstrong, Chairman, Audubon, RPD
Tom Hartley, Winnebago County Forest Preserve
Josh Sage, Vice Chair, BCCD
Rick Rudey, Trout Unlimited



Matt Warneke, Secretary, Trans Environmental
Donna Conley, Homeowner

Ben Cavataio, Homeowner

Esther Cavataio, Homeowner
Jerry Lemons, Village of Machesney Park

Rick Mohaupt, Winnebago County Highway Dept.

Members





Guest


Nancy Williamson, IDNR Admin.


Kraig McPeek, US FWS

New Business
Kraig McPeek – U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service: Presentation on Private Lands Program Grants
Kraig spoke about the grant money available to private lands through the Private Lands Program for Habitat and Conservation projects.   The projects must have a component to benefit Conservation, and may also have a component to protect endangered species (plants, birds, fish, etc.).  The USFWS conducts a screening process for awarding grants to ensure that these components exist.  
The grants typically range from $1,000 to $10,000, with an average of $3,000-$4,000. The total of the grant money awarded in our region is $40,000 to$120,000 per year. Kraig indicated that funding decisions are made at a local level and a one-page application form / commitment is filled out. Projects are monitored occasionally/periodically to ensure that money is being appropriated properly. Some of the types of projects include Wetland Restoration, Prairie/Habitat Restoration, Fish/aquatic passages, and Stream Improvements.
USFWS has partnered with other organizations on projects that were not private lands, but had an important conservation component.  These projects included Midway Village Project (USFW donated seed), Byron Forest Preserve (Seed for prairie), and Nygren Wetlands (grant money towards berms).
Elected URREP Board Members

Tom Hartley motioned to elect the following individuals to URREP board, & Dennis Anthony 2nd the motion:

Tim Bragg – Rockford Park District


Rick Rudey

Jill Kennay – NLI




Ben Cavataio

Stanley Campbell – Sierra Club



Donna Conley
The motion passed URREP unanimously.  These individuals will be contacted and requested to attend an upcoming meeting to formally elect them to a 3-year term limit.
S. Branch Kinnikinnick Creek – Results of Recent Fish Inventory Shocking
Josh Sage reported that Karen Rivera of IDNR conducted a fish inventory to determine the water quality of the S. Branch of the Kinnikinnick Creek in August of 2008.  A section of the creek just east of the Kinnikinnick Nature Preserve and bridge between Caledonia Road were shocked to conduct the inventory. The results of the inventory indicated that indicator species (Sculpin, Johnny Darter, Red Bellied Dace, Fan Darter) were found that represent high water quality.  Nancy suggested a future presentation on results of the Fish Inventory in our region.  
Midway Village Project Update
Nathan Hill (RPD) still killing reed canary grass, and more seeding will be done in fall over a 5 to 12-acre area.  The tree removal operations (willows & honey suckles) have been completed.  
2009 Meeting Schedule

January 6, 2009, March 3, 2009, May 5, 2009, July 7, 2009, September 1, 2009. November 3, 2009.

(Please mark your calendars or feel free to visit the web site to check meeting dates)
URREP Subcommittees
Planning and Ordinances - Vacancy for chair person has been filled in by Dennis Anthony & Nancy Williamson

Preservation – Tom Hartley reported that preservation issues have been addressed through the Natural Resources Inventory County-wide.  Nancy Williams indicated that there is some talk about the State-wide Illinois Nature Areas Inventory to be updated and re-assessed (original sites were researched back in 1974 based on biological significant resources); it is estimated that there are 1,700 sites total, and approximately $2.5 million in funding would be required.  The State is looking for sources of funding for this project.
Membership – It has been suggested that the Village of Roscoe and Rockton be contacted to see if any of their Village Board Members (Kathy Kliebe, Sharon Atkins, Trisha Davey) are interested in joining with respect to park projects (Riverside Park in Roscoe and the new athletic park [Rockton Sports Complex] in Rockton). URREP will follow up with these individuals to see if they would be interested in attending a future meeting.
Funding – Nancy Williamson indicated that Partners for Conservation grants are being considered in Springfield for 2009. She should have more information possibly at the next meeting or sometime in the unforeseen future.

Tom Hartley indicated that $1,200 remains unspent as part of the support grant, and inquired whether any other projects existed to utilize the funding. Josh Sage indicated that a worthy cause would be signage at the Midway Village project to educate/inform the public regarding the improvements and habitat at the site.  Rick Rudey indicated that signage would also be beneficial at the Kent Creek project.    A motion was then made by Jerry Lemons (2nd by Donna Conley) to empower Josh Sage to investigate costs/services for signage for Partners for Conservation to use on projects at Midway Village, Kent Creek, and any other C-2000 / PFC projects. The motion passed URREP unanimously.  
Other Business 
Jerry Lemons indicated that FEMA is in process of mitigating flood in Machesney Park. 62 people want to sell their property (homes) along Shore Drive. The suggestion has been made to turn properties into flood plain and wetland preservation. Jerry indicated that Machesney Park applied for a FEMA grant to buy these properties / homes. If the grant is awarded, it would only cover 75% of costs, and another 25% would be needed to make the project work.  Jerry inquired if URREP would be interested in being involved in this type of project if the FEMA grant is obtained.  Jerry indicated that he would put together more information on this project for the next meeting.

Also, Tom Hartley attended a meeting of the steering committee concerning long use land planning for the 2030 Plan for Winnebago County and said the plan should come before the Winnebago County Board in November.  The Natural Areas Inventory should be added to it at the same time, according to Dennis Anthony.  

Esther Cavataio and Donna Conley expressed problems with flooding and debris on their property along Willow Creek during the spring high water times.   URREP was asked to help with their problems and Jack Armstrong stated URREP would try to help.
URREP discussed the budget cuts that were conducted by Governor Blagovich, and how they would impact URREP PFC funding along with State Parks (some closing) and Conservation Districts.  URREP members were asked to voice their concern over the cuts to our local legislators.  Jack Armstrong discussed drafting a sample letter people could use to mail / fax / email to local legislators to voice concerns over the cuts.
Meeting was adjourned 6:45 p.m.
