Illinois Upper Rock River Ecosystem Partnership

4833 Owen Center Road

Rockford, Illinois 61101

815-965-2392 ext. 3
Meeting Minutes March 13, 2007
The meeting was called to order at 5:55 by Josh Sage; people in attendance:

Board of Directors




Executive Committee:



Dennis Anthony, Winnebago County SWCD

Josh Sage, Vice Chairman - BCCD
Tom Hartley, Winnebago County Forest Preserve
Matt Warneke, Secretary – Trans Environmental
Roger Christin, Winnebago County Farm Bureau
Tom Jencius, Rockton Township

Nancy Williamson, Illinois DNR

Rick Rudey, Trout Unlimited
Jill Kennay, NLI
Andrew Bacon, NLI
Mary L Mohaupt, Sugar-Pec Partnership
Rick Mohaupt, Winnebago Co. Highway Dept.
Members



Nancy Williamson, IDNR Admin.

Ed. Johnston, USDA-NRCS

Approval of January 9th  Meeting Minutes

The Minutes from the January 9, 2007 meeting were reviewed.  Rick Rudy made a motion to accept the minutes, Roger Christin seconded, and minutes were approved.

Old Business
Nancy Williamson indicated that Winnebago County Land Resource Management Plan (IL ACT 805) was turned in; the “draft” Plan is available for public review & comment (see link to County web site). 
Josh Sage indicated that URREP would like a copy when it’s complete and be able to review and provide comments; Tom Hartley agreed and put forward motion for Chairs of subcommittees to get together & review and put forward public comment. Tom Hartley motioned Tom Jencius 2nd the motion.  Tom Hartley suggested that our group come to meeting with recommendation from Committee Chairs at the May meeting.  The motion was overwhelmingly approved.
New Business

C-2000 Grant Presentations 

#URR001-08 National Land Institute: Kinnikinnick Creek Savanna Restoration  – Andy Bacon

Grant Score: 48.9

#URR 002 – 08 Winnebago Co. Forest Preserve Dist: Millrace Isle-Rock River Floodway Restoration – T. Hartley

Grant Score: 43.9

Update on Kent Creek Restoration Project - Rick Rudey 
Area opened up for equipment access.  Most box elders taken out; some left for shade.  Debris left behind needs to be cleaned up. Rockford Park District is managing the project; they did clearing with brush hog, and hand work remains to be completed.  Consultant (Rebecca Olson) to assist RPD, and Tom Graceffa is also involved.  Cover crop is necessary for bare land from cleaning (annual seed needed).  They are waiting on signed contract. The neext step is for the Design and Engineering Firm to lay out project.  They need to borrow Rock River Water Reclamation District’s GPS system to survey stream bed elevations and to look at hydrology and get sediment  depths measured.  This work should start at Equestrian Center and work upstream.  The goal for completion of work is Fall of 2007.

Update on Planning Grant (#UR002-07)
Tom Hartley indicated that $20,000 had bee appropriated for the Planning Grant.  A meeting with Dave Potts, a consultant working with City of Rockford with their 309 Grant, was scheduled to discuss Planning Grant.  They were going to focus on S. Branch of Kinnikinnick Creek and provide data behind a preservation strategy.
They needed to evaluate the following:

· Select which creek to use… Kent Creek or Keith Creek.
· Collect data - Total Maximum Daily (TMD) load

· Analyze data from 15 sub-watershed stations (data from City of Rockford and Dave Potts).  
· Produce modeling.  
· Determine the strategies to improve water quality.  
The Grant has not yet been submitted for approval.  
They allocated $18,000 for the data collection & modeling, and $2,000 for web site development.
Tom would provide another update at the May Meeting.

Update on Support Grant
Josh Sage provided an update on the Support Grant; he submitted the grant asking for $4,000; which included a spokesperson.  There was some discussion regarding whether or not a spokesperson was really necessary for URREP (versus members developing a power point presentation).
Earth Day

Mary Mohaupt indicated that the Earth Day displays would be held at Rock Valley College on 04/21/07, 12-4 pm. A table was reserved for the displays to include regional map + pushpins to promote grants along with  pictures.

Rick Rudey motion URREP President should be present at Earth Day;  Nancy Williamson seconded.

C-2000 Workshop 

Josh Sage informed group about recent C-2000 Workshop
C-2000 Program Reauthorization

Nancy Williamson indicated that the C-2000 program ends in 2009.  She indicated that House Bill 1780 (Bill for Partnership for Conservation) has been proposed (she provided handout).  The C-2000 library was on website. The reauthorization is to provide funding through 2021.  Nancy stressed the importance of preparing letters from constituents to send to our law makers to support involvement of Partnerships for Grant Projects and Funding.

Josh Sage adjourned the meeting at 7:30 pm.  Next Meeting will be MAY 15TH
