Illinois Upper Rock River Ecosystem Partnership

4833 Owen Center Road

Rockford, Illinois 61101

815-965-2392 ext. 3
Meeting Minutes September 12, 2007
The meeting was called to order at 5:50 p.m. by Jack Armstrong; people in attendance:

Board of Directors




Executive Committee:



Dennis Anthony, Winnebago County SWCD

Jack Armstrong, Chairman, Audubon, RPD
Tom Hartley, Winnebago County Forest Preserve
Matt Warneke, Secretary
Tom Jencius, Rockton Township

Donna Conley, Homeowner

Bob Burden, Loves Park
Jill Kennay, NLI
Rick Rudey, TU
Dan Riggs, Rock Cut

Roger Christin, Winnebago County Farm Bureau
Members


 
Ed Johnston, USDA-NRCS

Jess Vandeboom, Winnebago SWOD
 
Visitors



Anne Meyer, Midway Village

Dave Byrnes, Midway Village

Approval of May 15th Meeting Minutes

The Minutes from the May 15, 2007 meeting were reviewed.  Dan Riggs made a motion to accept the minutes, Tom Jencius seconded, and minutes were approved.

Treasury Report

On behalf of Josh Sage, Jack Armstrong reported that URREP’s account has a balance of $1,821.14.

New Business
Tom Hartley reported on behalf of Nancy Williamson. There were three items of concern:

1) C-2000 Grant Update
State has not dedicated C-2000 funding.  A meeting with the State budget people is scheduled for next week. Funding for 2007 Grants is up in the air.

2) Concerned Citizens for Controlled Growth 

Winnebago County group Concerned Citizens for Controlled Growth (originated from Rockton Cannell Development PCD) meeting is scheduled for September 13, 2007 for an update on a law suit. Tom Hartley requested Tom Jencius to invite a representative from Concerned Citizens for Controlled Growth to the next URREP meeting.
3) Kent Creek Project

An update on the Kent Creek Project was presented.  Rick Rudey explained that there was not much action this summer due to weather. The stream bed was being surveyed at elevations and cross sections. There was not much site design work done. Boylan High school students and Rick Rudey were monitoring water conditions and invertebrates and mussels. Some lunker structures were installed. Jim Reed (Rockford Park District) is a new project manager, and he is in process of setting a new schedule (by November), and hopefully do some work in late winter or spring. The project is not on schedule, however, there is plenty of time until March of 2009 to complete it.
Web Site Proposals for URREP

$ 2,000.00 has been set aside by URREP Grant for web site development. There were suggestions to use Cedar Creek Web Design or Birdfreak.com to create a web site for URREP. The proposal letters with quotes were passed around for discussion. 

· Tom Hartley made a motion to approve to reserve domain name as upperrock.com, which was seconded by Rick Rudey. Everybody was in favor – motion was accepted. 

· Tom Hartley made a motion to work with Birdfreak.com and negotiate a contract. It was seconded by Rick Rudey. Everyone was in favor - motion was accepted.  

· A subcommittee was formed to create a web site with Birdfreak.com. Dennis Anthony, Jack Armstrong, Josh Sage and Matt Warneke will make up the subcommittee.
Committee Reports
Jack Armstrong wrote a letter to influence County Board members (list was distributed) to notify them of Long-Range County Plan (2030) and Environmental Working Group Report (flyer was distributed) to let them know we are concerned over how they are going to vote on the issue of controlling growth, protecting watershed, etc.
Ed Johnston cautioned sending information out on the plan that has not yet been finalized. He questioned about the educational program for County Board members and if URREP is planning to send out letter to each County Board member asking to consider the issues in the development of the 2030 plan.
Rick Rudy suggested speaking to County Board members in person regarding “Green Support” of 2030 Plan.

· Tom Hartley made a motion for Jack Armstrong to write a letter to County Board members which “….advocates the Environmental Subcommittee and Agricultural Subcommittee to incorporate ideas into 2030 Plan.” He proposed to use the URREP mission statement in the letter as representation of the “Green Support” of the 2030 Plan by URREP. Rick Rudey seconded it. All were in favor and motion was approved. 
Planning

New chair is needed for Rick Strader – WCSWCD.
Visitors

David Byrnes and Anne Meyer from Midway Village joined the meeting. They need volunteers to plant wild flowers and restoration. They also need outside assistance in improving Recreational Path at the North end by eliminating reed canary grass and changing area into prairie.

The work has to be done under Rockford Park District and Judy Roby is to assist in process of writing a grant. 

Jack Anthony advised them to call for grants in November, and the grant proposal has to be ready by February, 2008

Matt Warneke suggested that they get involved with URREP. 
Old Business
Annual Meeting
Mr. David Potts of Baetis Environmental Services suggested to refocus on Kinnikinnick Creek, Kent Creek as the City is focusing on Keith Creek. URREP approved of the re-focus.
Winnebago County Land Resource Management Plan
All executive summaries and community focus group reports are available to the public on the Winnebago County Website.

Upon motion by Dan Riggs, seconded by Tom Jencius the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
